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VA Western New York Healthcare System Earns
 “LGBTQ Health Care Equality Top Performer” Designation 

VA Western New York Healthcare System (VAWNYHS) received designation as a “Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ) Health Care Equality Top Performer” from the Human Rights Campaign Foundation (HRC). The designation was awarded in the 12th edition of HRC’s Healthcare Equality Index (HEI), released on Monday. 
A record 765 health care facilities actively participated in the HEI 2020 survey. Of those included in the HEI, 193 earned an “LGBTQ Health Care Equality Top Performer” designation. VAWNYHS was one of them. 
HRC President Alphonso David said “the health care facilities participating in the HRC Foundation’s Healthcare Equality Index (HEI) are not only on the front lines of the COVID-19 pandemic, they are also making it clear from their participation in the HEI that they stand on the side of fairness, and are committed to providing inclusive care to their LGBTQ patients. For the Veterans Health Administration, it is about better access to health care for all Veterans who have served.”  
Jill Beiger, a social worker and the LGBT Veteran Care Coordinator and LGBT EEO Special Emphasis Program Manager for VAWNYHS, said “I am beyond pleased that we have been able to achieve this designation. Being a Top Performer demonstrates the tremendous dedication our health care system has in serving all who served.”  

Every year, HRC recognizes the health care facilities like those from VAWNYHS that participated in the HEI for their dedication and commitment to LGBTQ patient inclusion. 
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